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Louisiana Catapults to Top 20 Overall in the Nation for Digital Government 

 

 Baton Rouge – The Center for Digital Government and The Progress and Freedom Foundation 

recently released the Digital State 2000 Report, which ranked Louisiana in the overall top 20 in the 

nation in how state governments are using digital technology. 

Louisiana climbed in the rankings from 46th to 18th in the nation, making an impressive 28 state 

jump to the top of the digital state rankings.  The rankings are tallied on a scale of 100. Louisiana 

earned an average score of 68, officially placing Louisiana at 18th in the nation for the 2000 Digital 

Report Card. 

 “This is great news,” said Governor Mike Foster, Jr.  “My administration, other statewide 

elected officials and the Legislature have worked very hard together to make digitizing state 

government a priority.  I’m glad Louisiana is being recognized for such good work.” 

 The report anticipates that Louisiana will continue to improve by stating, “Louisiana is 

expected to build on this year’s performance using the Louisiana Technology Innovation Fund, which 

was established to accelerate the implementation of electronic government.” 

 “This is the second report in recent months that has ranked Louisiana 18th in the nation,” said 

Commissioner of Administration Mark Drennen. “This is wonderful news and helps to further 

demonstrate that Louisiana is making tremendous progress in managing its finances as well as in the 

area of digital government.”  

 The purpose of the study is to document and assess the progress state governments are making 

in adopting and utilizing digital technologies to improve the delivery of services to their citizens.  Like 
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its predecessors, the 2000 Survey assesses state efforts in eight specific categories and Louisiana ranks 

in the top 25 in seven out of eight categories. 

  
 Louisiana’s rankings are:    2000  1998  Improvement 
 Electronic commerce and business regulation --  11th  48th  37 states 
 Social Services --      15th  30th   15 states 

Law enforcement and the courts --    19th  23rd   4 states 
 Digital democracy     13th   47th   34 states 
 Management and administration --    25th  no previous rank n/a 
 Higher education     17th   40th   23 states 
 Taxation and Revenue    21st   14th  
 K-12 Education     36th   32nd    

 

“Although Louisiana dropped in two areas, these decreased rankings indicate that although 

we continue to make great strides in these areas, we are still not progressing as rapidly as other 

states,” Chief Information Officer Jim DuBos said.  

“This is further proof that Louisiana is an emerging national technology leader and that a lot 

of fantastic IT initiatives are happening here,” said Don Hutchinson Secretary of the Department of 

Economic Development.  “We recognize that we have more to do and we are excited to meet that 

challenge.  We are doing everything possible to ensure that Louisiana state government is 21st 

Century-ready.”    


